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Executive Summary 
 
The recent one-year sample data for 2018 released by the U.S. Census Bureau’s American Community Survey, 
and the 2014 – 2018 five-year sample data at the census-census tract level and made available by IPUMS and 
NHGIS, offer precise data on the process of suburbanization which has been taking place among the Latino 
population of the New York metropolitan area.1 
 
These data reveal that half of all Latinos living in the region in 2018 resided outside of New York City in the 
Northern Suburbs, Long Island, and in selected New Jersey counties.  In 1960 86% of all Latinos in these same 
regions lived in New York City indicating quite clearly that like immigrants arriving from Europe in the late 19th 
and early 20th century, Latinos first settled in the City and then moved to the surrounding counties as economic 
conditions improved. 
 
In 2018 26% of all Latinos lived in New Jersey contiguous counties close to the City (defined below); 13% in 
Northern Suburban counties including Fairfield County, Connecticut; and 11% on Long Island. 
 
The Puerto Rican population was still the largest in all of the counties considered here, although Dominicans 
accounted for the greatest share of the City’s Latino population.  Mexicans, Colombians, Ecuadorians and 
Salvadorans were the next largest nationalities in that order. 
 
The data presented in this report in tables, figures, and maps indicate with precision exactly where all Latinos 
lived in the New York City metropolitan area, and in the case of the six largest nationalities these data are 
mapped by census tract for a very precise visual indication of these data.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
                                                      
1 For IPUMS data see Steven Ruggles, Sarah Flood, Ronald Goeken, Josiah Grover, Erin Meyer, Jose Pacas and Matthew Sobek. IPUMS 
USA: Version 10.0 [dataset]. Minneapolis, MN: IPUMS, 2020. https://doi.org/10.18128/D010.V10.0.  For NHGIS data see Steven 
Manson, Jonathan Schroeder, David Van Riper, and Steven Ruggles. IPUMS National Historical Geographic Information System: Version 
14.0 [Database]. Minneapolis, MN: IPUMS. 2019. http://doi.org/10.18128/D050.V14.0. The five-year sample data from the ACS 2014-
2018 has recently been released by IPUMS. However, this report was written prior to the release of these data. 
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Introduction 
 
The 2018 census data released by the American Community Survey reiterate the process of suburbanization 
among the Latino population of the New York City metropolitan area that has been underway from the 1960s 
on. In 1960 86% of all Latinos in the New York City metropolitan region defined in this report lived in New York 
City. (See map 1).  In 2018 half of the total Latino population of the metro area lived in the City’s surrounding 
counties. (See figure 1). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
86%
76%
68%
66%
59%
53%
50%
1960 1970 1980 1990 2000 2010 2018
Figure 1
Percentage of Latino Population of the New York Metropolitan Area Living in New York 
City, 1960 - 2018
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Not only has the spatial dispersion of the region’s Latino population been a central demographic characteristic 
of the late 20th and early 21st centuries, but the national origins of the area’s Latinos have changed dramatically. 
In 1960 the terms Latino and Hispanic were not utilized in any systematic way. However, if used each would 
have primarily referred to Puerto Ricans who comprised 83% of all Latinos living in the New York City metro 
area.  In 2018 they made up 25% of all Latinos residing in the region and while slightly more numerous 
(1,218,062) than Dominicans (1,161,837), Dominicans were the largest Latino nationality in the City at 724,528 
compared with 678,852 people reporting Puerto Rican origins. (See figures 2 and 3). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1,218,062 
1,161,837 
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25%
24%
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8%
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Figure 2
Six Largest Latino Nationalities in the New York Metropolitan Area, 2018
Population Percent of all  Latinos
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This study will examine the residential patterns of Latinos in the New York City Metropolitan area as defined 
previously by focusing on where all Latinos live in: 
 
1) The northern suburbs defined as Rockland, Orange, Westchester, Putnam, and Dutchess counties in New 
York state and Fairfield County, Connecticut. 
 
2) New York City including Bronx, Brooklyn, Manhattan, Queens, and Staten Island. 
 
3) The New Jersey suburbs of Passaic, Bergen, Hudson, Essex, Union, and Middlesex counties. 
 
4) Nassau and Suffolk counties of Long Island. 
 
It will also focus on the six largest Latino nationalities in the region: Puerto Ricans, Dominicans, Mexicans, 
Ecuadorians, Colombians, and Salvadorans. 
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Figure 3
Five Largest Latino Nationalities in New York City, 2018
Population Percent of all Latinos
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Geographical Distribution of the Latino Population 
 
Figure 4 indicates with clarity the broad regional distribution of all Latinos living in the New York metro area in 
2018. 
 
 
Table 1 indicates the precise county distribution of the region’s Latino population. The Bronx not only had the 
largest Latino population, 17% of the total New York metro areas Latinos, but stands out as the county in which 
Latinos were the greatest share of the overall population at 56%.  Queens and Brooklyn followed as counties 
with large concentrations.  In Hudson County, New Jersey, just across the river to the west, Latinos comprised 
nearly 43% of the total country population, and this was also the case in Passaic County, New Jersey. 
 
Tables 2 indicates all Latino national subgroups residing in the metro area in 2018. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
2,449,461 
1,263,216 
640,561 
524,944 
50%
26%
13%
11%
New York City New Jersey Counties Northern Suburban Long Island
Figure 4
Regional  Distribution of Latino Population New York Metropolitan Area, 2018 
Population Percentage of Total
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County Population
% of Total 
Latino 
Population
Latninos as 
% of Total 
Population 
in County
Bronx 806,835       16.5% 56.3%
Queens 640,368       13.1% 28.1%
Brooklyn 493,399       10.1% 19.1%
Manhattan 419,738       8.6% 25.8%
Hudson 290,047       5.9% 42.9%
Suffolk 288,927       5.9% 19.5%
Westchester 246,049       5.0% 25.5%
Nassau 236,017       4.8% 17.4%
Passaic 213,529       4.4% 42.5%
Fairfield 206,324       4.2% 21.9%
Essex 197,594       4.1% 24.7%
Bergen 193,884       4.0% 20.7%
Union 187,088       3.8% 33.5%
Middlesex 181,074       3.7% 21.8%
Staten Island 89,121         1.8% 18.7%
Orange 79,165         1.6% 20.7%
Rockland 58,141         1.2% 17.9%
Dutchess 35,839         0.7% 12.2%
Putnam 15,043         0.3% 14.7%
Total 4,878,182    100.0% 26.3%
Table 1
Total Latino Population by County
New York City Metropolitan Area, 2018
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Nationality Population
% of Total 
Latino 
Population
Puerto Rican 1,218,062        25.0%
Dominican 1,161,837        23.8%
Mexican 577,054           11.8%
Ecuadorian 396,621           8.1%
Colombian 279,556           5.7%
Salvadoran 244,966           5.0%
Peruvian 161,908           3.3%
Honduran 140,373           2.9%
Cuban 139,113           2.9%
Guatemalan 135,584           2.8%
Other Hispanic 109,889           2.3%
Brazilian 91,152              1.9%
Argentinean 44,718              0.9%
Venezuelan 38,833              0.8%
Panamanian 36,152              0.7%
Costa Rican 24,013              0.5%
Nicaraguan 23,785              0.5%
Chilean 21,528              0.4%
Uruguayan 15,076              0.3%
Bolivian 11,285              0.2%
Paraguayan 6,677                0.1%
Total 4,878,182        100.0%
Table 2
Latino Nationalities in the New York
Metropolitan Area, 2018 
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Geographical Distribution of the Largest Latino Nationalities 
 
Puerto Ricans 
  
678,825 
259,110 
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New York City New Jersey Counties Northern Suburban Long Island
Figure 5
Regional  Distribution of Puerto Rican Population New York Metropolitan Area, 2018 
Population Percentage of Total
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Dominicans 
 
  
724,528 
273,137 
97,186 
66,986 
62%
24%
8% 6%
New York City New Jersey Counties Northern Suburban Long Island
Figure 6
Regional  Distribution of Dominican Population New York Metropolitan Area, 2018 
Population Percentage of Total
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Mexicans 
 
  
328,455 
112,554 
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35,460 
57%
20%
17%
6%
New York City New Jersey Counties Northern Suburban Long Island
Figure 7
Regional  Distribution of Mexican Population New York Metropolitan Area, 2018 
Population Percentage of Total
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Ecuadorians 
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New York City New Jersey Counties Northern Suburban Long Island
Figure 8
Regional  Distribution of Ecuadorian Population New York Metropolitan Area, 2018 
Population Percentage of Total
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Colombians 
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40%
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New York City New Jersey Counties Northern Suburban Long Island
Figure 9
Regional  Distribution of Colombian Population New York Metropolitan Area, 2018 
Population Percentage of Total
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Salvadorans 
 
  
119,382 
59,574 
51,374 
14,636 
49%
24%
21%
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Long Island New Jersey Counties New York City Northern Suburban
Figure 10
Regional  Distribution of Salvadoran Population New York Metropolitan Area, 2018 
Population Percentage of Total
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Mapping the Latino Population of the New York Metropolitan Area 
 
New York City 
 
Map 2 indicates exactly where the Latino population of New York City resided as of 2018.  About one-third of all 
Latinos lived in the Bronx and another 26% in Queens mostly concentrated in Corona.  The Washington Heights 
area of Manhattan was also a center of a more diversified Latino population than in the 1990s when the 
neighborhood was dominated by recently arrived Dominican migrants, and this will be considered later. 
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The Northern Suburbs 
 
About 640,000 Latinos, or 13% of all Latinos in the region lived in the northern suburbs, primarily in the urban 
areas indicated in Map 3. 
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The New Jersey Counties 
 
 About 1.3 million Latinos, or 26% of all Latinos in the region lived in the New Jersey counties close to the City, 
primarily in the urban areas indicated in Map 4.  
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Long Island 
 
About 525,000 Latinos, or 11% of all Latinos in the region lived in Long Island, primarily in the urban areas 
indicated in Map 5.  
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Latino Nationalities in Each of the Four New York City Metropolitan Regions 
 
New York City 
 
Dominicans surpassed the Puerto Rican population in the City in about 2010 and remain the largest Latino 
nationality followed by Puerto Ricans, Mexicans, Ecuadorians, and Colombians. (See table 3). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Nationality Population
% of Total 
Latino 
Population
Dominican 724,528           29.6%
Puerto Rican 678,825           27.7%
Mexican 328,455           13.4%
Ecuadorian 195,439           8.0%
Colombian 110,862           4.5%
Other Hispanic 59,462              2.4%
Honduran 52,398              2.1%
Salvadoran 51,374              2.1%
Guatemalan 44,475              1.8%
Cuban 40,936              1.7%
Peruvian 36,155              1.5%
Brazilian 25,915              1.1%
Panamanian 23,530              1.0%
Venezuelan 20,234              0.8%
Argentinean 19,659              0.8%
Nicaraguan 11,870              0.5%
Chilean 9,700                0.4%
Costa Rican 5,910                0.2%
Paraguayan 4,323                0.2%
Bolivian 4,039                0.2%
Uruguayan 1,372                0.1%
Total 2,449,461        100.0%
Table 3
Latino Nationalities in New York City, 2018
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The Northern Suburbs 
 
Puerto Ricans remain the largest Latino population in the suburban counties to the north of New York City 
including Fairfield, Connecticut. Interestingly enough there are slightly more persons of Mexican origin than 
Dominicans who have not yet begun the process of suburbanization to these northern counties.  (See table 4). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     
 
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Nationality Population
% of Total 
Latino 
Population
Puerto Rican 174,922           27.3%
Mexican 100,585           15.7%
Dominican 97,186              15.2%
Ecuadorian 47,724              7.5%
Guatemalan 41,719              6.5%
Colombian 33,026              5.2%
Peruvian 24,864              3.9%
Brazilian 24,484              3.8%
Honduran 23,233              3.6%
Cuban 15,282              2.4%
Salvadoran 14,636              2.3%
Other Hispanic 13,711              2.1%
Argentinean 6,792                1.1%
Nicaraguan 4,148                0.6%
Chilean 3,483                0.5%
Bolivian 3,400                0.5%
Venezuelan 3,087                0.5%
Costa Rican 2,774                0.4%
Panamanian 2,459                0.4%
Uruguayan 2,341                0.4%
Paraguayan 705                    0.1%
Total 640,561           100.0%
Table 4
Latino Nationalities in the
Northern Suburbs, 2018
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The New Jersey Counties 
 
Dominicans and Puerto Ricans were the most numerous Latino nationalities in the New Jersey counties which 
are part of the New York City metropolitan area defined in this report. That Dominicans were slightly greater 
than Puerto Ricans in 2018, a pattern quite different than found in the Northern Suburbs, indicates that when 
Dominicans leave the City they are mainly destined for New Jersey. (See table 5) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Nationality Population
% of Total 
Latino 
Population
Dominican 273,137           21.6%
Puerto Rican 259,110           20.5%
Ecuadorian 124,727           9.9%
Mexican 112,554           8.9%
Colombian 100,532           8.0%
Peruvian 75,422              6.0%
Cuban 71,057              5.6%
Salvadoran 59,574              4.7%
Brazilian 34,875              2.8%
Guatemalan 32,615              2.6%
Honduran 32,573              2.6%
Other Hispanic 21,853              1.7%
Venezuelan 13,540              1.1%
Costa Rican 12,455              1.0%
Argentinean 10,444              0.8%
Uruguayan 9,361                0.7%
Panamanian 6,568                0.5%
Nicaraguan 5,596                0.4%
Chilean 3,494                0.3%
Bolivian 2,739                0.2%
Paraguayan 990                    0.1%
Total 1,263,216        100.0%
Table 5
Latino Nationalities in the
New Jersey Counties, 2018
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Long Island 
 
In a marked departure from the other regions, Salvadorans were the most numerous nationality in Suffolk and 
Nassau counties followed by Puerto Ricans.  In fact, if all Central Americans are aggregated (Salvadorans, 
Hondurans, Guatemalans, Panamanians, Costa Ricans, and Nicaraguans) they represent one-third of all Long 
Island Latinos.  (See table 6). 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Nationality Population
% of Total 
Latino 
Population
Salvadoran 119,382           22.7%
Puerto Rican 105,205           20.0%
Dominican 66,986              12.8%
Mexican 35,460              6.8%
Colombian 35,136              6.7%
Honduran 32,169              6.1%
Ecuadorian 28,731              5.5%
Peruvian 25,467              4.9%
Guatemalan 16,775              3.2%
Other Hispanic 14,863              2.8%
Cuban 11,838              2.3%
Argentinean 7,823                1.5%
Brazilian 5,878                1.1%
Chilean 4,851                0.9%
Panamanian 3,595                0.7%
Costa Rican 2,874                0.5%
Nicaraguan 2,171                0.4%
Uruguayan 2,002                0.4%
Venezuelan 1,972                0.4%
Bolivian 1,107                0.2%
Paraguayan 659                    0.1%
Total 524,944           100.0%
Table 6
Latino Nationalities in Long Island, 2018
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Residential Patterns of all Latino Nationalities in all Counties in the New York Metropolitan Area, 2018 
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Puerto Ricans 
 
As indicated previously, well over half of the region’s Puerto Rican population lived in New York City and they 
were heavily concentrated in the old traditional neighborhood on the upper East Side known as El Barrio, as 
well as in the Bronx and Brooklyn. (See map 6). See maps 7 through 9 for Puerto Rican communities in the 
northern suburbs, the New Jersey counties, and Long Island. 
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Dominicans 
 
The concentration of the Dominican population in New York City (62%) of the total regional population, and the 
New Jersey counties (24% of all Dominicans) has been noted previously.  In the City the concentration in 
Washington Heights and the Bronx is clearly depicted in Map 10.  See Maps 11 through 13 for the other regions. 
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Mexicans 
 
The Mexican population of the region was also highly concentrated in the City in 2018 (57%).  A portion was 
concentrated in Queens. However, a significant share of total Mexicans was found in the New Jersey counties 
and the Northern Suburbs.  See maps 14 - 16. 
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Ecuadorians 
 
Slightly less than half (49%) of Ecuadorians in the region lived in New York City, mostly in Queens, with 31% 
living in the New Jersey counties. (See maps 18 – 210 
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Colombians 
 
Of the largest Latino nationalities in the region in 2018 Colombians 40% were found in the City, heavily 
concentrated in Queens, with almost as many (36%) in the New Jersey counties.  (See maps 22 – 25). 
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Salvadorans 
 
The largest portion of all Salvadorans living in the regions were found in Long Island (49% of the total), the only 
Latino nationality with more people living outside of the City than in the five boroughs where only 21% of all 
Salvadorans resided.  More people lived in the New Jersey counties (24%) than in New York City. (See maps 26 
– 29). 
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